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Abstract:

In this study, we summarized the specific initiatives and implementation systems of the 46 leading decarbonization
regions, and examined the characteristics of municipalities that are capable of promoting decarbonization by investigating
the application process and partners of the selected municipalities. The survey results showed that local governments in
regions with decarbonization leadership tended to (1) have been selected as SDGs future cities in the past, (2) conduct
surveys and other activities with support from the national and prefectural governments, and (3) have a regular source of
consultation. Through these efforts, it is thought that knowledge and expertise on decarbonization are being accumulated
systematically, enabling the implementation of advanced decarbonization initiatives. When the trigger for applying to a
decarbonization lead region was a proposal by a municipal employee, the employee's total tenure in decarbonization-
related departments tended to be longer, with an average of 5.6 years (4 or more years in 7/9 municipalities). Since local
decarbonization policies require a certain level of expertise and networking among stakeholders, the transfer span of
municipal employees should be flexible based on the characteristics of the post.

Keywords: Leading Decarbonization Regions, Zero Carbon City, Renewable Energy, Municipal Power Supplier,
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