(1) Fairtrade and equitrade represent two very different — and, on the surface, competing — economic models of helping the
poor. Equitrade, says Mr Kelsall, tries to improve the quality of life of the majority of people in a poor country by
increasing the money in the economy. Fairtrade, on the other hand, concentrates on helping a small group of
marginalised people — the growers. One intervenes in the market with a premium price; the other is essentially benign
free trade. In response, a spokesman for the Fairtrade Foundation says, “We’d love more chocolate to be manufactured
in developing countries. It’s good that there are other initiatives. The two models are not mutually exclusive. The real

problem is that almost all of the world’s chocolate is in the hands of just three companies.”
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(2) Today the Caribbean Island of St Lucia where bananas are not so much a crop but a way of life is celebrating. Just about
every St Lucian banana sold for export now commands a premium price and European supermarkets are queuing for
more. Money is going into run-down schools, the banana sheds are being repaired and the farmers can scarcely believe
the turnaround in their fortunes. What has caused this banana boom in the face of British government desertion is not the
revamping of the trade rules but the public’s seemingly insatiable taste for ethical trading and supermarkets’ desire to

become better global neighbours.
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