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—A case of Maniwa City, Okayama Prefecture—

RBRFZREEZFZHARE BFIRHAFRE o6EH
Chihiro SHIRAISHI
Ph.D. Student, Graduate School of Economics, Kyoto University

Abstract:

The woody biomass power generation business in Japan is expected to utilize unused forest resources. If the project is
implemented as a local business or municipal energy project, it is said to increase the local economic circulation. In such
cases, what conditions are necessary for a stable business? In this paper, we focused on the three points of quantity, quality
and supply / demand adjustment in the procurement of woody biomass resources as fuel materials, and analyzed “Maniwa
Biomass Power Co., Ltd.” in Maniwa City, Okayama Prefecture. As a result, the conditions for realizing supply and
demand adjustment were the indispensable elements of the conclusion of annual supply agreements and monthly
adjustments, the existence of a woody biomass resource accumulation base responsible for the adjustment, and efforts to
secure sales. Regarding quality assurance, purchase price setting that gives incentives to reduce moisture content to
suppliers, efforts of collectors to reduce moisture content, establishment of information management system for business
sites and incentives for business location registration to suppliers were clarified as the condition. In addition, the added
value created in the fuel supply value chain is returned as income to the local timber industry and forestry operators, and
to the mountain owners, and this contributes to the improvement of the local economic circulation.

Keywords: renewable energy, woody biomass power generation, local economic circulation, accumulation entity,
Maniwa city.
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