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BEXZMFEEIERIR - AXHERZE BT KHEZ
Takayuki OTA, Professor, School of Regional Development & Department of Economics,
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Abstract:

As population decline progresses in Japan, the continuance of the country is becoming a major challenge, especially in
regions far from metropolitan areas such as Tokyo and Osaka. Renewable energies have been raised as a key solution to
this challenge, and proposals have been forwarded concerning regional regeneration and continuance initiatives that
utilise these energies. We focus on the electric power industries run by local public management, and examine the
activities of those industries. Unlike water supply and sewerage systems, the electric power industries have had little
contact with residents and firms in the areas of Japan, because these industries sell electricity wholesale to private power
companies, and have attracted minimal attention during the post-war period to the present. We also discuss the possibility
of'a Japanese version of the Stadtberke with the local electric power industries at its core. Although at present it is difficult
for the said industries to be the bearers of such a system, due to institutional restrictions on local public enterprises, it is
possible to support the realisation of this system - with the new regional power companies at its core - by working in
cooperation with these new companies.

Keywords: renewable energies, regional sustainable development, the electric power industries run by local public
management, regional contribution, Japanese version of the Stadtberke
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