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Ph.D student, Graduate School of Economics, Kyoto University

Abstract:

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has sparked a major impact on the energy sector. While the relationship between war and
conflict and energy has been actively discussed in the context of energy security, the relationship between energy and
defense policy, a traditional security area, has been less discussed. The impact of energy trade on international relations
can be viewed either as an increase in threat due to increased vulnerability to other countries or as a stabilization of
international relations through the establishment of interdependence. In this paper, we examine whether the defense
expenditures of NATO countries are affected by their dependence on Russia for fossil fuel consumption based on defense
demand modeling. The results suggest that before the invasion of Ukraine, NATO countries viewed fossil fuel imports
from Russia in terms of interdependence, which would reduce interstate tensions. After the invasion of Ukraine, we point
out aspects in which the introduction of renewable energy is used as a means of countering Russian power.

Keywords: Defense spending, security, interdependence theory, energy transition, international politics, renewable
energy
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